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PREFACE.

THE manual which follows has been prepared for
the use of students in law schools and other institu-
tions of learning. The design has been to present
succinctly the general principles of constitutional
law, whether they pertain to the federal system, or
to the state system, or to both. Formerly, the struc-
ture of the federal constitutional government was
so distinct from that of the States, that each might
usefully be examined and discussed apart from the
other; but the points of contact and dependence
have been so largely increased by the recent amend-
ments to the federal Constitution that a different
course is now deemed advisable. Some general prin-
ciples of constitutional law, which formerly were
left exclusively to state protection, are now brought
within the purview of the federal power, and any
useful presentation of them must show the part they
take in federal as well as state government. An
attempt has been made to do this in the following

pages.



iv PREFACE.

The reader will soon discover that mere theories
have received very little attention, and that the
principles stated are those which have been set-
tled, judicially or otherwise, in the practical work-
ing of the government.

THOMAS M. COOLEY.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, ANN ARBOR,
March, 1880.
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